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Philip Starks, right, a professor of biology at Tufts 
University and a leading researcher in the field of 
behavioral ecology, will be the featured speaker at 
'NECC’s commencement exercises on May 19. 
Starks is a graduate of NECC. Jonathan Bennett, a 
student at NECC, was selected to sing the national 
anthem. Bennett will be graduating with a degree in 


general studies. 


Student Center 
empties following 
heat plate incident 


By DUSTIN LUCA 
Contributing Reporter 


The Ourania Behrakis Student 
Center was evacuated and the 
Haverhill fire department was called 
to the scene Wednesday, April 25 
‘during operating hours in response to 
a “dry system” warning on the sec- 
ond floor of the building. 

According to Katherine Ash, first 
shift supervisor at Eagle Security, the 
_ alarm and evacuation was all part of 
an automated warning system that, as 
demonstrated that day, “works like 
it’s supposed to.” 

" “When there is a problem, it 

automatically calls the fire depart- 
ment, then it calls me,” said Ash. “It 
was a great test. Everybody did what 
they were supposed to do.” 

The alarm system set up in the 
Student Center is commonly referred 


to as a “dry system,” said Cliff 
Clarke, superintendent of mainte- 
nance and grounds at Northern 
Essex. 

“Tf a smoke detector goes off, the 
system fills up with water, and until 
there’s a fire, it won’t release the 
water,” said Clarke. 

Though it sounds complicated, 
the way the system operates is a sim- 
ple example of how technological 
the recently renovated building is. 
As Clarke explained, when smoke 
detectors detect the presence of a 
threat, even something as simple as 
steam, the system calls for an evacu- 
ation, notifies Eagle Security and the 
Fire Department, and fills the build- 
ing’s emergency water system with 
water. From there, the water stays in 
the tank until one of two things hap- 
pens. 

Along with smoke detectors scat- 
tered throughout the building, there 
are also several heat sensors in the 
building spread across three individ- 
ual zones: the first floor, the second 
floor, and the third floor “penthouse” 
where the system, and all other 
mechanical systems in the building, 
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V.P. arrested 


President Hartleb 
says Andrews 
‘needs help’ 


By JONI QUINN 
Editor-in-Chief 


Mark Andrews, NECC's vice 
president of administration, was 
arrested April 21 for operating a 
motor vehicle under the influence 
of alcohol and a marked lanes vio- 
lation on Route 1, Newburyport. 

Andrews was arrested once 
before on Jan. 22, 2006 in 
Amesbury for operating a vehicle 
under the influence of alcohol, 
according to the facts verified by 
the Amesbury Police Department in 
a previous edition of the Observer. 
The charges were later dropped. 

“This is clearly embarrassing 
for Mark and the college. Mark 
needs help. It's incumbent upon the 
college to see that he gets the help 
he needs,” President David Hartleb 
said. 

According to Hartleb, the col- 
lege has no policy regarding a situ- 
ation like this should Andrews be 
found guilty. He said it was a per- 
sonal matter. 


exist. If one of these heat sensors 
detect a dramatic increase in temper- 
ature, such as a fire, the water system 
releases the stored water to that loca- 
tion through the building’s sprinkler 
system. 

If there is no change in heat lev- 
els in the building, the water stays in 
the storage tank until the college’s 
maintenance staff drains it. 

“Tt takes about an hour to drain,” 
said Clarke, adding that while the 
system is draining, a warning buzzer 
and strobe lights are programmed to 
continue going off in the building on 
occasion, as was the case after re- 
entry into the building was permitted 
that Wednesday. 

Prior to the alarm going off, 
everything in the building was busi- 
ness as usual. Students were in line 
taking care of registrar and tuition- 
related matters in the first floor 
lobby of the building, Corporate 
Chefs was preparing and serving 
lunch upstairs and Mike Markham, 
director of placement at Northern 
Essex, was getting ready to start a 
1:30 p.m. seminar on resume writing 


See Steam page 7 
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Andrews said that he was 
advised by his lawyer not to com- 
ment on the matter. 

According to the police report 
obtained by the Observer at the 
Newburyport District Court, at 
approximately 12:30 a.m. on April 
21, Officer William H. Steeves 
observed a blue sedan exiting the 
Michael's Harborside parking area. 
The vehicle entered onto Merrimac 
Street, traveling westbound. 
Steeves stated in the report that he 
“observed the vehicle cross com- 
pletely into the eastbound lane at a 
very slow speed.” Steeves entered 
into traffic behind the vehicle and 
observed the vehicle slow again for 
the northbound ramp for Route 1 at 
Gillis Bridge. Andrews' vehicle 
failed to signal for the right turn on. 
to the on-ramp. 

Steeves then observed the vehi- 
cle “almost strike the west side 
curb of the on-ramp,” according to 
the report. “The vehicle then 
swerved sharply to the right, almost 
striking the east side curb of the on- 
ramp.” At this time, according to 
the report, Steeves stated that he 
activated the cruiser emergency 
lights and attempted to stop the 
vehicle. The vehicle continued 
north bound on the on-ramp for an 
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additional 75 yards, at which time 
he activated the cruiser siren. “The 
vehicle then swerved to the left, 
and then again to the right before 
stopping at the center of the Gillis 
Bridge.” 

According to the _ report, 
Steeves stated he approached the 
vehicle and spoke with the male 
operator (subsequently identified 
as Mark Andrews). As he spoke 
with Andrews, he stated in the 
report that he “immediately detect- 
ed a moderate odor of an alcoholic 
beverage emanating from the inte- 
rior of the vehicle.” Steeves also 
observed that “Andrews' eyes were 
very bloodshot and glassy” as he 
looked at him but stated that he 
“could not detect a strong odor of 
an alcoholic beverage emanating 
from Andrews' breath as he spoke.” 

Steeves retrieved Andrews’ 
license from him and turned off the 
cruiser emergency lights, according 
to the report. Steeves stated that as 
he returned to Andrews, he noted 
that Andrews “was unsteady on his 
feet, continually stepping from his 
right to his left as if for balance,” 
according to the report. Steeves 
explained to Andrews that he need- 
ed Andrews to perform a series of 
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Students and faculty were forced to evacuate the 
Student Center as fire trucks arrived on the scene in 
response to a “dry system” warning on April 25. 
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Remember your 
professors’ sacrifice 


On May 19, over 850 students 

enrolled at Northern Essex will be 
graduating, wrapping up at least two 
years of lectures, reading assign- 
ments and group projects, and com- 
ing out of it with a college degree and 
a hunger to do something in the real 
world. 
_ The collective mind and person- 
ality of 850 represents the end prod- 
uct of public higher education, 
shaped and molded by hundreds of 
unique professors and college 
employees, who in turn used a count- 
less number of textbooks, overhead 
transparencies, examples and other 
teaching methods to teach the gradu- 
ating class of 2007 what they are 
walking away from Northern Essex 
with in the days ahead. 

From there, the lives of 850 will 
venture off into different paths—the 
working world and transfers into 
larger, more expensive four-year col- 
leges. But no matter where they go, 
none of it would have been possible if 
it weren't for the professors and col- 
lege employees who started the col- 
lege experience in the first place. 

After college, we are going to be 
released to the real world, expected to 
make a difference. And no matter 
how small that difference may be, 
what really matters is that we are 
going to make a difference, and the 
teaching force responsible for giving 
us this ability is composed of two 


things: full-time salaried professors 
and "adjunct" faculty. 

There's a big difference between 
the two—full-time faculty, making 
up barely 25 percent of the people 
that stand at the front of our class- 
rooms, who get paid what you would 
expect a professor at a college cam- 
pus to make and the remaining 75 
percent of the professors, more for- 
mally known as adjunct faculty, who 
are paid college-level pocket change 
for teaching a classroom of 30 stu- 
dents four months out of the year. 

These adjunct professors come to 
class every day college is in session 
to do the same thing full time faculty 
at the college do, and to thank them 
the college, largely due to the budget 
given to Northern Essex by the state, 
gives them as little as $2,000 per 
course per semester. 

Some of the 850 could be making 
more money after receiving their 
degrees than the professors that made 
the entire experience possible. Is 
this really how a college campus 
should be operating in the 21st 
century? 

While the collective mind of 850 
will soon have the opportunity to 
change their world every day, all stu- 
dents at Northern Essex have an 
opportunity to use their voices to help 
give the adjunct faculty of Northern 
Essex the salaried pay that they 
deserve for being the architects of our 
educational experience. 

After all, professors need to eat as 
well. 
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Do you think the campus needs 


healthier food choices? 


Farewell to readers, until fall ‘o7 


This issue is the Observer’s last of the 2006-2007 academ- 
ic year. We will resume publication in September 2007. 
The Observer congratulates the class of 2007 and wishes 
everyone a safe and productive summer. Thank you for sup- 
porting the NECC Observer. 


The award-winning student newspaper 
of Northern Essex Community College 


Eric Vose, Business Management 
“Sure ” 


Nat Coghlan, Philosophy 

“Yes. A lot of us don’t have time to 
prepare food, so we come to get food 
between class and there’s not a lot 
that’s healthy. It would make stu- 
dents’ lives easier.” 


Peter Kovacs, Biology 
“Definitely. Protein bars.” > 


2007 Achievement in Journalism 
Student Newspaper Advisers at Community 
Colleges in Massachusetts (SNACCIM) 


Address: Rm. C222 Spurk, 100 Elliott Street, Haverhill, MA 01830 
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we should serve apples and oranges 
and bananas.” 
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_Imus may have been 
_ajerk, but he was 
exercising his 
Freedom of Speech 


By DAN LAPEY 
Contributing Reporter 


CBS's and MSNBC's near 
simultaneous firing of Don Imus 
“shock-jock”-style talk 
tadio show's sidekicks came as no 
surprise to most; as 


canned, as he was 
maligned by every 
journalistic medi- 


porate sponsors 
hung him out to dry. 
The Reverends Al 
Sharpton and Jesse 


| Jackson got into the mix, making all 
sorts of noise about the ancient 
_ gravelly-voiced broadcaster's racial- 
ly insensitive comments regarding 


some members of the Rutger's 
champion girls basketball. team. 
They both called for his termination 
from the airwaves, despite meetings 
with them on Sharpton's own radio 
show and Imus offering a dim apol- 
ogy. He didn't stand a white racist 
cokehead cowboy's chance in 


Harlem of keeping his job. 

In short, Don Imus is a jerk. 
Don Imus has been on the radio act- 
ing like a jerk for a good long time. 
His awfully un-amusing program 
was un-listenable, and despite being 
inducted into the Broadcasting Hall 
of Fame (whatever that is), his rat- 
ings were and had been deplorable 
for a long time as well. Imus had 
been in a steady and steep decline 
into obscurity ever since Howard 
Stern showed up at WNBC in New 
York and dethroned him as the 
shock jock and drive home radio- 
ratings king. Imus isn't a nobody 


(Imus) wasn’t fired because he caused 
such an uproar among the masses. He 
got fired because... it did nothing for 


anymore. Guaranteed not one of the 
girls who were the target of the side- 
ways remarks were listening to the 
program at the time, and in fact I 
tried researching the ratings data to 
find how Imus scored in the 
African-American demographic that 
day, and guess what, there was no 
indication that he had ever had any 
significant number of black listeners 
anyways. If not for YouTube 
spreading the video of the segment 


I don’t think I want 


Programming on 
music television is 
worse than ever 


By HANSEL Lopez 
Contributing Reporter 


Quite frankly, I'm a bit con- 
fused. Like most other students, my 
life consists of two things: totally 
awesome classes here at NECC and 
working a full-time job to pay my 
bills from NECC. 

This happens every week so 
sometimes I feel like every day is 
exactly the same; God has pushed 
the repeat button on my life. To 
press the issue even further, when I 
get home I'll turn on the television 
to see the station is MTV, only to be 
confronted with the same colorful 
characters, horrid shows, and god- 
awful music as seen the last time I 
stumbled upon the station. Gone are 
the VJs and the extended periods of 
music videos of the MTV of yester- 
day. These have been replaced with 
ever-popular reality shows and 
dreadful dating shows like "Parental 
Control" and "Next". Shows like the 
fan favorite "The Real World" 
(which started 1992 and is the 
longest running show on the station 
and second longest running reality 
show on television.) are also being 
aired. 

The most interesting part is how 
the show has changed so very little 
in the 15 years on air except for the 
city they're filming. Every season 
the viewer is treated to the same 
cast of characters: promiscuous girl 
who forgets about boyfriend at 
home, female friend that sticks with 
promiscuous girl but doesn't get laid 
as much, black man that will even- 
tually have legal problems, the frat 
dude, token gay guy, the loose can- 
non and the pampered southern per- 
son. And they always have one 
thing in common, they all frequent- 


ly enjoy getting wasted at the local 
bar or club and like bringing com- 
plete strangers home to sleep with. 
Another show that comes to 
mind when considering how much 
of this “reality” is scripted is 
"Made". It mainly revolves around 
Goths, punks, nerds, burnouts and 
other socially impaired people 


_ (according to the high school stan- 


dard) who are trying to achieve a 
goal. They are provided with a 
coach that will help them with their 
goals and there is also usually a 
potential love interest aside from 
said goal. These goals range from 
becoming prom queen, homecom- 
ing queen, member of the football 
team or wrestling team. It's obvi- 
ously directed towards teens who I 
guess MTV is trying to put under 
the impression that conformity and 
following others blindly is the way 
as opposed to originality and inde- 
pendent thought. 

It's hard to find music on the 
station nowadays, but, once you do: 
don't be eager to celebrate because 
even the music is repetitive and 


monotonous. The usual suspects 


like a virus, the whole thing would 
probably have gotten swept under 
the rug. 

Don't get me wrong. There is no 
sane reason anyone granted with the 
power of a microphone and use of 
the public airways would think to 
say something so unbelievably stu- 
pid. He is definitely old enough to 
know better. But at the same time, 
he has the same right to free speech 
as everyone else. He wasn't fired 
because he caused such an uproar 
among the masses. He got fired 
because he caused such an uproar 
but it did nothing for his ratings, 

hence his adver- 


almost every news tisers saying, 
| show predicted they “screw this”, 
all would be ~ and hence Imus' 


bosses not get- 
ting paid. Had it 
been Howard 
Stern, his rat- 
ings would have 
soared with peo- 
ple wanting to 
see what he said 
next about it (or maybe to see how 
many porn stars came on the show 
that day... either way), and this is 
why Stern is enjoying his $500 mil- 
lion payday from Sirius Satellite 
Radio while Imus is at the unem- 
ployment office. 

This is and always will be a bit- 
ter debate, but as soon as the First 
Amendment starts getting dissected; 
people trying to decide what is okay 
for who to say and when and where 


my MTV 


include hip “gangsta” wannabe-rap- 
pers discussing their latest finger- 
snapping dance or gun-fight 
wounds. There's also Justin 
Timberlake yapping it up about 
smoking weed and “bringing sexy 
back” with some overproduced 
music and sensitive rockers that 
secretly believe that they are the 
next Nirvana and are changing the 
world with their rehashed three 
minute radio ready singles. 

It's not like we have other 
options either. Rival television sta- 
tion Fuse is just as narrow-minded. 
The only plus is that they place less 
emphasis on reality shows. Other 
than that it's basically interchange- 
able with MTV. We may be a gener- 
ation that plays a lot of video 
games, binge drinks, and indulges 
in recreational drug use, but we are 
not as stupid as MTV wants us to 
be. But I must say they are getting 
close to their goal of killing all_of 
our brain cells and turning viewers 
into thoughtless tools with their 
dumb, commercial, over-exposing 
programming. 


MUSIC TELEVISION 


Once a pioneer in music television, MTV now 


consists of nothing but trashy reality television. 


MTV. com photo 
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they say it and to whom is hearing it 
and whether or not those listening are 
paying for it... everything gets all 
messed up. Free speech has got to be 
free for everyone, no matter how stu- 
pid they are with their words. So, 
here's to Don Imus; say whatever you 
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Don Imus and America’s overreaction 


want to, you old biased idiot, no one's 
really listening. It's just too bad Jesse 
Jackson and Al Sharpton couldn't find 
a bigger racial injustice to fight that 
day, which appalls me. Just too bad 
you weren't making anyone else any 
money anymore or you might still have 


Response to Vonnegut 
tribute 


To the Editor: 

Melissa Caron's eulogy for Kurt 
Vonnegut in the April 25 edition was 
one of the finest articles I have ever 
read in the Observer. Vonnegut, who 
passed away on April 11, had been a 
prisoner of war and a survivor of the 
horrific fire bombing of Dresden dur- 
ing World War II. His novels were 
characterized by a unique style that 
mixed black humor, science fiction and 


cosmic sensibilities. Ms. Caron's excel- 
lent column reminds me that journal- 
ism techniques and even mastery of the 
language are nothing without sincerity. 
I am glad somebody took the time to 
write about the passing of one of the 
world's most beloved novelists. 


Mark Palermo 
Faculty Member 


Thanks from the Liberal Arts 
Revitalization Committee 


To the Editor: 

The Liberal Arts Revitalization 
Committee would like to thank every- 
one who contributed to the success of 
Environmental Awareness Weeks. The 
lectures, displays, and exhibits truly 
helped to raise awareness of this press- 
ing issue, and seeing the college com- 
munity come together to support this 
event was inspiring. Also noteworthy 
were the suggestions posted by stu- 


dents on the board in the Spurk 
Building lobby. LARC hopes to make 
this an annual event and invites all 


- those who are interested to participate 


as we start to plan again in the fall 
semester. 


Elaine Mawhinney 
Chairperson, Liberal Arts 
Revitalization Committee 


“A person is never happy except at the price 
of some ignorance.” 
-- Anatole France 


“Ignorance never settles a question.” 
-- Benjamin Disraeli 


“To be conscious that you are ignorant is a 
great step to knowledge.” 
-- Benjamin Disraeli 


“A little learning is a dangerous thing, but a lot 
of ignorance is just as bad.” 
-- Bob Edwards 


“Ignorance is the night of the mind, but a night 


without moon and star.” 


-- Confucius 


“Stupid is forever, ignorance can be fixed.” 
-- Don Wood 


“| have never met a man so ignorant that | 
couldn't learn from him.” 
-- Galileo Galilei 


“If knowledge can create problems, it is not 
through ignorance that we can solve them.” 
-- lsaac Asimov 
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Anti-intolerance 
session leaves 
powerful message 


By DONNA JOHNSON 
Contributing Reporter 


The Eastern Community College 
Social Science Association wrapped 
up its 2007 conference with the most 
powerful session. A panel consisting 
of Essex County Sheriff Frank 
Cousins, MA State Representative 
Mike Festa, Episcopal Priest Miriam 
Acevedo, and Jorge 


Santiago NECC 
Professor openly 
discussed putting 
tolerance into 
action. This was the 
most powerful 


because identifying 
intolerance is great, 
but doing some- 
thing about it is 
more important. 
Festa used the 
gay marriage issue 
as a backdrop for 
his views. He 
encountered an overwhelming oppo- 
sition to gay marriage. Instead of 
informing his opposition of the errors 
of their thinking, he listened to their 
position. Festa insisted the way to 
win them over was to not box them 
into their position by calling the 
homophobic but rather to allow them 
the room to investigate the issue and 
give them room to change. He 


respected or tolerated their reasons 
for intolerance: 

Acevedo used a more religious 
approach for the problem. Using the 
election of the first openly gay bish- 
op in the Episcopal Church she 
demonstrated the use of tolerance to 
win over the opposition. The new 
bishop got death threats and was 
called a dog. The latter came from 
the Episcopalian Archbishop of 
Nigeria who also equated homosexu- 
ality with partnering with a baboon, 
cow or dog. While inwardly Acevedo 
may have wanted to retaliate she 
preaches that religious practice 
should not be put above the needs of 


IES A Oa 


One of [Santiago’s] classmates was 
black and got angry because someone 
asked him how he combed his hair. 
Santiago told him ‘Rather than be 
angry, show them your pick, they are 
asking because they don’t know.’ 


fellow humans. Jesus in fact always 
worked for and with the people in the 
shadows. 

Cousins has worked hard to elim- 
inate discrimination in his workplace. 
The upcoming class of sixteen cor- 
rections officers is one half female. 
He is also determined to do some- 
thing about the language barriers 
between prisoners and officers. 46% 
of the inmates Cousins deals with are 


Hispanic, with only one Spanish 
speaking officer. This makes for dif= 
ficulties on both sides. 

The most useful information of 
the weekend came from Santiago 
who described his university days. 
He went from the projects in New 
York City to Vermont where he was 
one of three Latino students. One of 
his classmates was black and got 
angry because someone asked him 
how he combed his hair. Santiago 
told him “Rather than be angry, show 
them your pick, they are asking 
because they don't know”. 
Intolerance comes from two thing, 
ignorance and resistance to change. 
Ignorance is lack of 
information, ask for 
information or give 
it. Everybody is 
resistant to change. 
Change although 
inevitable is some- 
times scary. Give 
people the space to 
accept changes. 

Over the week- 
end there were a lot 


of presentations. - 


There were so many 
facts flying around 
that conference that charts were 
needed just to keep up. Academics 
presented papers on tolerance and 
intolerance in many areas. All of the 
presenters know a great deal about 
tolerance, but what good is all that 
knowledge if you don't apply it 
somewhere? If you don't use it it's 
useless. 


ATTENTION NORTHERN ESSEX STUDENTS 


Start Here. Go Anywhere. UPS. 


NOW HIRING PART-TIME 


PACKAGE HANDLERS 
for Various Shifts at the UPS Chelmsford Facility 


Must be able to lift parcels weighing up to 70 Ibs. 


Individuals with leadership potential can look forward to a rewarding career at UPS. 
Start as a part-time package handler and discover a world of opportunity 
with one of the world's most successful companies! 


Our Benefits Package Includes: 
Medical & Dental * 401(K) + Tuition Assistance * Holidays Off 
Paid Vacations * UPS Bonus Program and Much More! 


The UPS 
EARN & 
LEARN 
Program 


Apply Online: 
upsjobs.com 


FOR MORE INFO: 978-441-3400 


Get up to $23,000 


in College Education Assistance! 
“UPS Earn & Learn Program guidelines apply. 


90 BRICK KILN ROAD * CHELMSFORD, MA 


An Equal Opportunity Employer 


UPS and the UPS brandmark are registered trademarks af United Parcel Service of America, inc. Ail nghts reserved. 


The panel that discussed intolerance at the 


conference. 


Gerry Morin photo 


Intolerance is a problem that can be dealt with, if we 
only try. 


‘money — on 


same things: 


NECC Observer May9,2007 Page5 


A little for cash? 


Here are some tips to 
help you survive as a 
poor college kid 


By ASHLEY GOULTHIER 
Contributing Reporter 


Tired of worrying about never 
having enough money? And by the 
end of the week, are you searching 
for coins to keep yourself going until 
your next paycheck? How about sit- 
ting down and calculating what you 
spend your money on,-then figure 
out how you 


Most — people 
between the 
ages of 18 and 
23 spend their 


roughly the 


gas, food, and 
clothes. — 

Gas prices 
are not getting any cheaper, and the 
places you need/want to go are not 
getting any closer. There are a few 
ways you can avoid refueling multi- 
ple times during the week. Nice 
weather is on its way, so walking to 
a nearby destination is definitely an 


option. Not only will it save gas 
money, but you will also be another 
step closer towards that pair of fitter 
legs. Another way to save money on 
gas is car-pooling. If you go to 
school or work with friends, switch 
on and off with who drives. Plus, you 
might be able to score a ride with the 
hottie sitting next to you in English 
class. 

Not only is gas a big money 
spender, but so is driving past 
McDonalds on an empty stomach. 
Not only is fast-food a quick way to 
burn a hole in your pocket, but for 


those of you who eat it multiple 
times a week, or even a day, you've 
got worse things to worry about. I 
bet mom and dad would love to see 
you eat some more family meals at 
home. An easy way to stop spending 
money on fast food and at restau- 


rants is to start eating more meals at 
home. The majority of people who 
eat at fast food restaurants are grab- 
bing something to eat after work, or 
are too lazy to make something to eat 
at home. If you're the type of person 
who works all day and figures it 
would be easy to just stop off and 
grab something to eat at a fast food 
restaurant, why not try and go to 
your local supermarket and pick up a 
few things that are not as expensive 

and are not as artery-destroying. 
Are you the type of person who 
needs a new outfit every week, or a 
new pait of shoes 


Foals hose because your last ones 
prices in half. it aa naaibeilg-eencnsc a, got dirty? Try to stop 
I bet mom and dad would love to see 

you eat some more family meals at 
home. An easy way to stop spending at the  just-as-nice 
money on fast food and at restaurants 
is to start eating more meals at home. 


shopping at the over- 
priced brand name 
stores and take a look 


retail stores such as 
Kohls, T.J Maxx, and 
Marshalls. The cloth- 
ing lines are the same, 
and the prices are 
almost cut in half! 

So if you're look- 
ing to save a little cash, and avoid 
drastically changing your life, try out 
a few of these simple options and 
you'll be on your way to a fatter wal- 
let and a happier life. 


Grades Now Available Online! 


Want to see more of these hanging around? Just 
follow some simple spending rules. 


barrysclipart.com photo 


Your grades will be accessible earlier than ever bette: As of May 23" 
you can easily access your grades online. 


Go to www.necc.mass.edu and click on My NECC 
Click on Self Service Online ‘ 
Log in with your NECC ID and password 


Click on View My Final Grades 


Please note: Grades will no 
longer be mailed. For new users, 


your password is your date of birth. 


(MMDDYYYY).You will be required 
to enter a new password. If you 

are a returning user and have 
forgotten your password, enter 
your My NECC ID and click on 
Forgot Password. 


For further assistance, please 
stop by the One-Stop/Welcome 
Express counter in Haverhill at the 
Behrakis One-Stop Center, or in 
Lawrence on Franklin St., or call us 


at 978-556-3700. 
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Players sought for NECC 
summer basketball league 


The NECC Summer 
Basketball League, a competitive 
basketball league for adult, high 
school and middle school players, 
is accepting applications for 
enroliment for its 37th season 
which will run June 11 through 
July 24. 

The games will be held from 
5 pm. to 9 p.m., Mondays 
through Thursdays, indoors at the 
Sport and Fitness Center on the 
Haverhill campus. Teams are 
scheduled for a minimum of nine 
regular season games. The top 
four teams in the division make 
playoffs. The team fee is $695. 

The girls’ junior varsity and 
varsity games will be held 
Mondays and Wednesdays. The 
boys’ junior varsity and varsity 
games will be played on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays. 

For additional information 
contact Sue MacAvoy, NECC 
coordinator of athletics, recre- 
ation and  intramurals, at 
D485 5: 5 Ona 3) See Ose Os, 
smacavoy@necc.mass.edu. 


Salem senior singers 
entertain at NECC 


The popular local. group, The 
Salem Senior Singers will be at 
Northern Essex Community 
College on Thursday, May 17 
from 2 to 3 pm in the Technology 
Center on the Haverhill Campus. 

This talented team of seniors 
started entertaining over 30 years 
ago under the direction of 
Norman Marshall of Salem, NH. 
The group welcomes its new 
director as well as accompanist, 
Annamarie Nicosia also from 
Salem, NH. This team of over 30 
singers will perform a variety of 
music selections from the 30’s, 
40’s, 50’s and 60’s. The Salem 
Senior Singers have performed 
for nursing homes, senior centers, 
assisted living centers, woman’s 
clubs, and raised funds for vari- 
ous charities. 

Light refreshments will be 
served. Admission is $1. 


NECC presents a tribute 
to ‘20s, ‘30s and 
‘40s music 


Northern Essex Community 
College’s Life Long Learning 
Program will be celebrating 
music from the 20’s, 30’s and 40’s 
on Thursday, May 10 from 2 to 3 
pm in the Technology Center on 
the Haverhill Campus. 

Bill Patton of Natick will hold 
a “virtual concert” showing music 
videos and exploring the history 
of music from the 20’s, 30’s and 
40’s. Life Long Learners can take 
a nostalgic trip down memory 
lane by singing along and dancing 
to the sounds of the big band era 
featuring music from legends 
such as Frank Sinatra, Bing 
Crosby and many more. 

Light refreshments will be 
served. Admission is $1. 
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Students look to the 


Different walks of life 
march together on 
Commencement Day 


By ANDREW WHAL 
Staff Writer 


As the semester winds down, and 
many of the students are getting 
ready to relax and maybe just work 
for the summer in anticipation of 
another semester, some students are 
just gearing up for future life beyond 
their studies here at NECC. These are 
the students of the Class of 2007, 
soon-to-be graduates who will be 
receiving their diplomas at NECC’s 
45th commencement on Saturday, 
May 19, 11 a.m., behind the C 
Building. 

Of the Haverhill and Lawrence 
campuses combined — including the 
two extension campuses in Methuen 
and Andover — there are approxi- 
mately 11,000 students, ranging from 
recent high school graduates to local 
workers attending classes days, 
evenings, and weekends. And of this 
massive number of students, over 


900 graduating students will be 
receiving certificates and associate 
degrees under the massive tent that 
will be set up for the event in the 
quadrangle. 

One of the speakers to be fea- 
tured at commencement, Phil Starks, 
is an assistant professor of biology at 
Tufts University and a leading 
researcher in the field of behavioral 
ecology. He attended Harvard 
University, where he earned a bache- 
lor’s in biology and eventually 
earned a doctorate from Cornell 
University in neurobiology and 
behavior. And before all that. He 
attended and graduated from NECC. 

Despite the Ivy League colleges 
listed on his resume, Starks has 
always remained proud of his com- 
munity college start. “Simply put, 
my experience at NECC gave me the 
confidence necessary to pursue my 
career in academics,” he says. 

Starks will also receive the 
Outstanding Alumni Award from the 
college’s Alumni Association. 

Jonathan Bennett of Methuen, 
who is graduating with a degree in 
General Studies, has been selected to 
sing the national anthem at the open- 
ing of the commencement exercises 


Plans made for B 


Students in two NECC 
courses work together 
on possible action plan 


By SARA CODAIR 
News Editor 


The B Building vending area 
will eventually be getting a major 
makeover. 

As a project, the Environmental 
Issues class and the Human Food 
and Nutrition class did extensive 
research, and each group came up 
with a plan. One is to make the room 
environmentally friendly, and the 
other to stack the vending machines 
with healthier food. Last Monday, 
April 30, they presented their work 
to the school and the administration. 

The environmental aspects of the 
presentation include getting more 
energy efficient lighting, environ- 
mentally friendly paint, and better 
ventilation, improving the acoustics 
of the room and getting “green” fur- 
niture. 


Andrews 


Continued from Page I 


standardized field sobriety 
tests in order to determine his abil- 
ity to safely operate a motor vehi- 
cle. 

After observing these tests, 
according to the report, Steeves 
stated that he “formed the opinion 
that Andrews had been operating a 
motor vehicle while under the 
influence of intoxicating liquor.” 
Steeves then stated that he advised 
Andrews of his opinion, placed 
him under arrest. Steeves then 


The health and nutrition aspects 
of the presentation focused on get- 
ting more nutritious food in the 
vending machines, such as fruit and 
organic granola bars, and having 
posters on the wall with nutritional 
value of popular snacks, and of what 
would make a healthy snack. 


Andrew Eramo of Merrimack, 
N.H., who is graduating with degrees 
in political science and business, has 
been selected to represent the Class 
of 2007 as student speaker. A 2005 
graduate of Bishop Guertin High 
School in Nashua, N.H., Eramo 
excelled academically at Northern 
Essex and also was a pitcher for the 
college’s winning baseball team, 
treasurer of the student senate, vice 
president of the . Community 
Outreach Group and an active mem- 
ber of the Contemporary Affairs 
Club. 

The list goes on. Wanda Codair, 
35, Bradford, will be graduating, 
with honors, and receiving her asso- 
ciate degree in liberal arts. For 
Codair, the degree she receives will 
be one step closer to her goal of 
working as a.teaching assistant in 
history. 

She was in the Marines and 
served in the Gulf War, and found 
herself here, 16 years later. “(NECC) 
gave me the opportunity to take a 
couple classes at a time,” Codair 
said. She illustrated her busy life 
quite simply by saying that she has 
“three kids, and work(s) a full time 
job.” 


Building 


worked on the acoustics. “I just hope- 
that everything will happen. We did 
a lot of work and research, and it 
would be a shame if after all this 
hard work none of this happened.” 
Mark Andrews, vice president of 
Northern Essex, seemed confident 
that many of these changes could be 


Melissa Caron illustration 
A highlight of the ceremony will 
be the awarding of emeritus status to 
two retired professors. At Norther 
Essex, the rank of emeritus is an 
honor that recognizes sustained 
excellence in performance, character 
and meritorious service to the col- 
lege. 
Emeritus recipients include 
Catherine Pirri of North Andover, 


professor emeriti of mathematics, — 


and Michael Pelletier of Salem, 
Mass., professor emeritus of engi- 
neering and electronics. 

Also performing will be the 
Stuart Highland Pipe Band. President 
David F. Hartleb will preside over 
the ceremony. 


lounge 


the physical part of the room.” He — 


said, “The physical plan constitutes 
ventilation, lighting and paint.” 


He said the furniture would be in | 


the local plan, and “It didn’t seem 
like they wanted a lot, only a few 
items — that’s doable.” 

The students from the environ- 


Mora teen y mental class also 
Vozzella who wanted to put in a 
teaches the a 5s) wall, dividing the 
Environmental room into two sec- 


Issues class said, 
“T think it was 
amazing, no one 
had done any- 
thing like this 
before and I did- 
n’t know what to 
expect...they 
went above and 
beyond my 
expectations.” 
Mariana Vilhena, who teaches 
the Human Health and Nutrition 
class said, “We are all real happy. I 
think the students did very well and 
am very satisfied with their work.” 
Joel Nunez, is a student in the 
Environmental Issues class who 


I hope this showed students that they 
have a voice, and if they don’t like 
something, they can change it. 


-Prof. Mariana Vilhena 


implemented. He said that this fiscal 
year is coming to an end, and he will 
plan for improvements to the B 
building vending area in the 2008 
fiscal year. 

Andrews said, “Some of the 
funding can be given by the state for 


tions, one side would 
be quiet for studying, 
he other for socializ- 
ing. Both Vozzella 
and Nunez said that 
this would be the. 


make real. 

Andrews said that 
funding for that might 
be able to come from 
the state, however, he said, “We'll 
need more clarification on that 
piece.” 

Vozzella said, “I hope this 


showed students that they have a — 


voice, and if they don’t like some- 
thing, they can change it.” 


arraigned after O.U.I arrest 


inventoried Andrews’ vehicle and 
it was removed from the scene by 
Newburyport towing. 

At the station, Steeves advised 
Andrews of the Implied Consent 
Law and requested that he submit 
to a test of his breath. According to 
the report, Andrews stated that he 
understood the request, but he 
refused, signing his refusal on 
Form A. 

Andrews was issued criminal 
arrest citation M4859994 with the 
following charges: 1) OUI - Liquor 
(MGL C. 90/S. 24) and 2) Marked 


lanes violation (MGL C. 89/S. 
4A). The penalty for operating 
under the influence of alcohol if 
convicted is imprisonment for not 
more than 2 years; or not less than 
$500, not more than $5,000 fine; 
or both imprisonment and fine; 
plus $50 Victims of Drunk Driving 
Assessment. 

Andrews was arraigned on 
April 23. His preliminary hearing 
is set for May 23. 

Steeves could not be reached 
for comment after several phone 
calls. 


Mark Andrews 
V.P. of Administration 


hardest of their ideas — 


j 


National News 


Compiled by the Observer staff 
from AP wire reports 


Government raises 
entrance fees for 
national parks 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Entrance fees are due to rise at 
many national parks over the next 
three summers, though a public 
outcry over specific increases 
could cause the government to 
reconsider. 

Through 2009, the National 
Park Service plans to phase in 
higher rates for annual park pass- 
es and fees paid per vehicle or 
person at about 130 of the 390 
parks, monuments and other areas 
the agency manages. 

The Park Service, which has 
planned the increases for some 
time, did not publicize the higher 
fees through its headquarters in 
Washington, leaving that job to 
site managers, agency spokesman 
David Barna said Sunday. 

The intention was to let 
affected communities absorb the 
news and see if they would go 
along with the increases. Park 
superintendents can recommend 
that the agency director, Mary 
Bomar, rescind the increases if 
enough people protest. 


New Jersey might 
abolish the 
death penalty 


TRENTON, N.J. (AP) — 
New Jersey is set to consider 
becoming the first state to abolish 
the death penalty legislatively 
since capital punishment was 
reinstated 31 years ago. 

A Senate committee is slated 
Thursday to consider replacing 
the death penalty with life impris- 
onment without parole. 

The initiative stems from a 
January report from a special 
commission appointed by the 
Legislature. The panel determined 
New Jersey’s death penalty costs 
taxpayers more than paying for 
prisoners to serve life terms and 
concluded there was no evidence 
the death penalty deters people 
from committing murders. 

The state has nine men on 
death row, but hasn’t executed 
anyone since 1963. 

A death penalty moratorium 
was imposed in late 2005: when 
the law creating the commission 
was passed. 

Republicans plan to fight the 
legislation. 

The proposed legislation 
would repeal the death penalty in 
New Jersey and replace it with 
life imprisonment without eligi- 
bility for parole. ; 

Current death row inmates 
would be resentenced to life 
imprisonment without parole in a 
maximum security prison. 


Introduction to Chinese class 


foe) 


offered at Northern Essex 
eg 


The college decided it wanted to offer 
Chinese because China is the second 


Hislop says 
Americans should 


learn language 


By SARA CoDAIR 
News Editor 


This coming semester, an 
Introduction to Chinese class will be 
offered here at Northern Essex. 
Professor Huiying Zhao will teach it. 

Allan Hislop, head of the 
Foreign Language Department, said 
you learn “what you need to be a 
tourist in China” — mostly just ques- 
tions or answers in Chinese that 
would be useful for travel. He said 
that very few colleges in the area 
offer Chinese. 

According to Hislop, China has 
two writing systems. One is like ours 
with letters to spell out the words, 
and the other has a character for 
every word. He said that the students 
will learn about 10 character words a 


biggest economy. 
— Allan Hislop 
class. Chinese will be as common as 
Not many colleges offer French was. 


Chinese, however, Northern Essex 
thinks its important. 

Hislop said, “The college decid- 
ed it wanted to offer Chinese 
because China is the second biggest 
economy,” and it’s growing bigger. 
He says there will be more trade with 
China in the future, and if Americans 
want in on it, they should start learn- 
ing Chinese. 

Hislop said that in 20 years, 


Not too many students have 
shown interest in this class. Last 
semester, the intro class had 12 stu- 
dents and the second level only had 
seven. 

When a class runs with only 
seven students, the teacher only gets 
a portion of the salary, the teacher 
only gets $70 per credit so the school 
can pay for the cost of having the 
class. 


Steam causes evacuation 
of Behrakis Student Center 


Continued from Page 1 


and job searching. 

“J probably had about half the 
people there,” said Markham, stand- 
ing outside while the alarm contin- 
ued to go off. “But there was still a 
few minutes to go.” 

Markham also expected things to 
go on as planned when the alarm was 
disabled not even 20 minutes after it 
initially went off. 

Downstairs, students were ush- 
ered out of the building and all stu- 
dent services, including the book- 
store, were immediately shut down, 
said Jill Cook, a Physical Education 
major at Northern Essex. 

When the alarm went off, Cook 
was getting a copy of her tuition pay- 
ments from the spring 2007 semes- 
ter. At that time, the employee at the 
main window of the student service 
center informed her that the records 
she requested would have to be 
picked up later or mailed out because 
of the evacuation. 

“T’d have to say that within three 
minutes, everybody was out of the 
building ... everybody but security,” 
said Cook. 

Lis Potter, a Liberal Arts major 
and cashier at the NECC bookstore, 


had only one student in the store 
when the alarm went off. 

“Nobody told us there was going 
to be a drill, so we just locked up and 
left,” said Potter. 

So what caused the dry system to 
go off? According to Clarke, it was 
water thrown onto a heat plate in the 
kitchen area of the building that cre- 
ated the steam that triggered the 
evacuation. 

“Previously, steam set the sys- 
tem off,” said Clarke, referring to a 


Dustin Luca photo 
Engines from the Haverhill Fire Department respond 


to an alarm Wednesday, April 25. 


separate evacuation that took place, 
as he recalled, eight or nine months 
prior to the more recent incident. 
“We moved the heat plate, but I 
guess we didn’t move it far enough.” 

After the water supply was 
drained and the dry system was reset, 
maintenance staff moved the heat 
plate to another location farther 
away from the smoke detector, hop- 
ing that the incident doesn’t repeat 
itself in the near future. 


Trash dumped from car, 
student yells obscenities 


With the help of Eagle Security, 
this security log has been released to ~ 
inform students and staff about the 
incidents requiring the assistance of 
Eagle Security at the NECC campus- 
es in Haverhill and Lawrence. This 
log covers the events of Haverhill 
campus March 27 to May 7, 2007 


and Lawrence campus March 27, to 
May 7, 2007. 


Haverhill Campus 


April 23, 2007 — A student 
reported that trash was dumped from 
a car in lot #5 at approximately 12 
p.m. The incident was referred to 
Dean Nita Lamborghini. 


May 2, 2007 — A student reported 
that he noticed a dent in his car that 
he believed might have happened in 
lot #5. 

-In an incident related to April 
23, the student accused of throwing 
the trash from their car was reported 


to have been speeding in lot#5 and 
yelling profanities. The incident was 
also referred to Dean Nita 
Lamborghini. 


Lawrence Campus 


April 26, 2007 — During rounds, 
security found a student’s Mac laptop 
and locked it in the lost and found 
closet. 


May 5, 2007 — A tutoring 
instructor complained of being her 
room being cold. The log states that 
the temperature reads at 70 degrees 
and no one else has complained 
about the temperature. 
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Worid News 


Compiled by the Observer staff 
from AP wire reports 


Hussein's former 
defense minister denies 
getting weapons order 


BAGHDAD, Iraq (AP) — 
Saddam Hussein’s former 
defense minister said Sunday that 
he had no access to chemical 
weapons and received no orders 
to use them in-an operation that 
killed tens of thousands of Iraqi 
Kurds. 

Sultan Hashim Ahmad al- 
Tai’s testimony was followed by 
the defense’s closing statements 
in the trial of former regime offi- 
cials accused of war crimes and 
crimes against humanity for their 
roles in the 1980s campaign 
code-named Operation Anfal. 

The prosecution says 
180,000 people, mostly civilians, 
were killed. 

Also on trial is Saddam’s 
cousin, Ali Hassan al-Majid, also 
known as “Chemical Ali” for 
allegedly ordering poison gas 
attacks against the Kurds. 

If convicted, the defendants 
could be sentenced to death by 
hanging. 

Al-Tai, who was defense 
minister when Saddam was oust- 
ed by U.S.-led forces in 2003, 
defiantly testified that he had not 
received orders from his superi- 
ors to use chemical weapons 
against the population when he 
was head of the Iraqi Army 1st 
Corps operating in the Kurdish 
region. 


South Korea considers 
accepting North Korean 
Fund for nuclear talks 


SEOUL, South Korea (AP) 
— South Korea is considering 
having a state-run bank accept 
North Korean money at the center 
of a financial dispute that has 
stalled international negotiations 
on Pyongyang’s nuclear program, 
a news report said Monday. 

A security ministers’ meeting 
last week discussed giving North 
Korea an account with the South’s 
Export-Import Bank of Korea so 
that the communist nation can 
transfer its US $25 million (euro 
18.4 million) there from a U.S.- 
blacklisted Macau bank, the 
Chosun Ibo newspaper reported. 

The North’s funds was frozen 
at the Macau bank Banco Delta 
Asia after Washington blacklisted 
the bank in 2005 for allegedly 
aiding the communist regime in 
money laundering and counter- 
feiting. Pyongyang in protest boy- 
cotted talks over its nuclear pro- 
gram for more than a year, during 
which it conducted its first-ever 
test of a nuclear weapon in 
October. 

In an effort to break the 'dead- 
lock and move forward on disar- 
mament, Washington helped 
unfreeze the funds, but 
Pyongyang has not withdrawn the 
funds, and it has refused to act on 
its February pledge to start dis- 
mantling its nuclear program. 
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Zahida S. Abbasi 
Nathan A. Abdallah 
Nancy Abel 
Michelle N. Abkarian 
Jenny Abreu 
Nicole V. Adams 
Barbara E. Ade 
Nicole T. Ahearn 
Patrick A. Ahern 
Denise J. Albers 
Katty Y. Alcantara 
Jael M. Alhessabi 
Iris V. Alicea 
Noemi Alvarez 
Jennifer L. Anderson 
Emily J. Andrews 
Jonathan R. Andrews 
Yvette Angomas 
Judith A. Anselmi 
Isaura D. Araujo 
Meaghan M. Arel 
Steven R. Arguin 
Robert L. Arguin 
Betsy Arias 
Elyse L. Arrigo 
Maria A. Arsaga-Mazzone 
Michelle P. Ashford 
Jessica L. Asselin 
Dawn M. Atkinson 
Thomas J. Auger 
John P. Avagianos 
Raul A. Ayala 
Ronald A. Aylward 
Mandy J. Ayotte 
Migdalia Bachman 
Lisa M. Baggett 
Douglas S. Bailey 
Lucy B. Baker 
Mark Ballard 
Justin L. Ballew 
Patrick B. Bane 
_ Nantana Banluesap 
Genevieve Bard 
June A. Barkas 
Jeanna Barnes 
Karen M. Barrett 
Chelsey N. Batchelder 
Robert R. Bateman 
Colleen L. Beattie 
Stephen F. Beauchesne 
Kelli M. Beaulieu 
Allen R. Becotte 
Andrew A. Beddeos 
Harrison E. Bedrosian 
Solange I. Belardo 
Christopher D. Belkas 
Gina A. Bencivenga 
Elaine M. Bendeck 
Jonathan R. Bennett 
Stephanie M. Bergeron 
Kathryn E. Bergeron 
Carla Bernabel 
Jillian M. Berube 
Tiffany M. Berube 
Diane T. Berube 
Renee J. Bettencourt 
Amy A. Betts 
Joseph D. Bezanson 
Diane J. Binda 
Miluanie G. Bissonnette 
Jillian I. Blay 
Mary E. Bliven 
Dawn M. Blynn 
Tatsiana V. Bobr 
Karen A. Bohnwagner 
Dena G. Boie 
Jacquelyn A. Bonacorsi 
Daniel R. Bond 
Mary E. Bonnell 
Denise A. Borrelli 
Toby W. Boucher 
Kerri N. Boucher 
Chantal C. Boudreau 
Paula J. Bowman 
Melissa A. Boyd 


Krista N. Brackett 
Mary B. Braun 
Wendy J. Breidel 
Colleen M. Brennan 
Susan M. Bresnahan 
Beau D. Bridges 
Judith A. Bright 
Patricia I. Britton 
Joyce K. Brody 
Ashley M. Brooks 
Michael J. Brown 
Linda D. Brown 
Lisa I. Bunkowski 
Michelle L. Burchell 
Nitza V. Burgos 
Jennifer M. Burke 
Christopher D. Burke 
Robert F. Burke 
Allison Burnim 
Susan A. Burns 
Meredith Burr 
Suhayri I. Cabrera 
Jake J. Cacciatore 
Meredith D. Cagnetta 
Lisa M. Campbell 
Dominic F. Cannata 
Samantha J. Cannon 
Lisa J. Cappuchi 
Andrew M. Capua 


Jennifer L. Caraballo — 


Kristen V. Carbone 
Jenna L. Carbonneau 
Robert A. Carlson 
Mark A. Carmody 
Christopher D. Caron 
Melissa J. Caron 
Justin A. Carpenter 
Laura M. Carpenter 
Tara L. Carresi 
Islean I. Carrillo 
Victoria J. Carroll 
Cindy L. Carrubba 
Candice H. Casper 
Christopher J. Cassidy 
Maria A. Castiglione 
Kristina E. Caulfield 
Heidi V. Cavanaugh 
Jennifer L. Cavanaugh 


Gail Cavanaugh-McAuliffe 


Ali M. Cavatorta 
Vianela D. Cedano 
Krista A. Chaff 
DonnaMarie Chaisson 
Donna M. Chaloner 
George R. Charest 
Elise M. Chasse 
Darlene J. Cheetham 
Lisa M. Chester 
Charissa B. Chiaraluce 
Elise R. Chisholm 
Renee L. Choiniere 


Shawna M. Chrostowski 


Vanessa D. Cianciulli 
James W. Clark 
Pamela J. Clarke 
Donna Lee Clough 
Jacqueline P. Cloutier 
Rebecca D. Cloutier 
Josephine M. Cobbett 
Wanda E. Codair 
Dawn M. Collins 
Miguel Colon 
Ailin C. Constanza 
Lisa M. Conti 


Maureen E. Conway-Lewis 


Debra C. Cook 
Sarah J. Cornacchio 
Sharon A. Coronado 

Leldamy Correa 

Linda S. Corso 

Donna Costello 
Elizabeth V. Costello 

Alyssa J. Cote 

Kimberly M. Cote 
Kimberly A. Cotter 


Jennifer L. Cottis 
John E. Crites 
Keith W. Croft 
Gary M. Croft 

Melinda A. Cronin 

Kathleen L. Crossman 

Dylan E. Croston 

Stacy C. Crowley 

Carol A. Crowley 
Jeffrey O. Cruz 

Elizabeth F. Cullity 
Melissa M. Cyr 
Kristen R. Dagley 
Paul A. Daigneault 
Angela M. Dalton 

Johann C. Dalton . 

Amy L. Dalwet 
Brice A. Danisiewicz 
Kristen M. Dantone 
David K. DaraRaksmey 
Shawndy L. Darcey 
Nicholas M. Davis 
Catherine A. Davis-Ronayne 
Shaunee C. DeAngelis 
Jillian M. DeBlois 
Jennifer K. DeFrancesco 
Thomas B. DeGraaf 
Victor S. DeJesus 
Yadira Delacruz , 
Leigha D. Delandy 
Isalbi A. DelOrbe 
Ruth A. DeLos Santos 
Rebecca J. DelSignore 
Jessica A. DeMarco 
Dominic J. DeSando 
Juana E. Deschamps 
Yahaira Diaz 
Sarah A. DiCenso 
Kimberly A. DiFruscia 
Paula H. Dill 
Carol A. DiVincenzo 
Thomas A. DiZazzo 
Larisa Djuvelek-Ruggiero 
Tylor M. Dodge 
Debra Dolan-Mason 
Victoria B. Dominguez 
Kim P. Donahue 
Erin C. Donahue 
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Art Department 
receives $3,000 grant 
for fireproof cases 


By JASMIN PASTRANA 
Arts and Entertainment Editor 


The NECC Art and Design 
Department was approved for 
$3,000 from the NECC Fund last 
week to restore the student art dis- 
play space in the Spurk Building. 

The Art Department was noti- 
fied earlier this semester that the 
student art displays hanging on the 
third floor of the Spurk Building 
were in violation of Massachusetts 
State fire code, which states that 
“Paper materials shall not exceed 
10 percent of the surface area of 
any wall in any exit access passage- 
way, assembly area or corridor,” 
unless “All paper materials are dis- 
played in fully enclosed viewing 
cabinets with glass or polycarbon- 
ate viewing panels.” 

According to Professor Patricia 
Kidney, chair of the art and design 
deparment, the NECC Fund con- 
tains $10,000 and is available to 
any department. In order to receive 
the grant, the Art Department was 
required to write and submit a pro- 
posal explaining why the funds 
were needed and how they would 
benefit the program and its stu- 
dents. 
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It makes a difference when there’s a 
problem and the school addresses it. 


-Prof. Patricia Kidney 


“I’m very excited that we 
applied and we got it,” said 
Kidney. “It makes a difference 
when there’s a problem and the 
school addresses it.” 

According to Kidney, the 
$3,000 grant will be used to enclose 
six art display boards with polycar- 
bonate viewing panels in order to 
comply with the fire code. Kidney 
also said-that six additional boards 
will remain uncovered, leaving the 
art department with a total of 12 
boards, which is almost back to the 
original amount of display space. 

“It’s important for students to 
display work and have someone see 
it,’ said Professor Lindsay 
McCulloch, visual arts coordinator. 
“Tt really should be an integral part 
of the program for students to have 
an exhibition and show off their 
work.” 

In addition to the $3,000, the 
Art Department applied and was 
approved for another $1,500 to pro- 
vide student artwork with mats and 
frames. 

While the Art Department was 
preparing for the “Exitshow,” an art 


The Stooges 
release new album 


By CHRIS FREDELLA 
Contributing Reporter 


After 34 years of solo projects 
and laying low, The Stooges have 
finally reunited to release a new 
album. “The Weirdness” was 
released in March 2007, and lives 
up to all the expectations a Stooges 
fan would have. 

Don’t let Iggy Pop’s age fool 
you; at 60 years old, he is still the 
same Iggy he has always been, and 
all his antics are still there. It is 
great to see him back with The 
Stooges after having a so-so solo 
career. 

The album sounds like a 
Stooges album, and that is what all 
the fans were hoping for. There was 
the concern that it would sound 
overly polished and that they would 
have gone soft by now. That is sim- 
ply not the case. 

It is loud, aggressive and fast — 
everything one would expect from a 
band that’s been playing with a punk 
sound since before the punk move- 
ment even started. 

The opening track, “Trollin,” 
wastes no time jumping right into 
the music. No intro, no build-up, 
just the music. 

“The Weirdness” blazes through 
track after track in pure Stooges 


fashion, with quick riffs, some- 
times-incomprehensible lyrics, 
feedback and simple guitar solos. It 
is hard to pick key tracks from the 
album due to the fact that they are 
all similar in a way, but what else 
would you expect from a punk rock 
album? 

The two songs that do stand out 
are “My Idea of Fun,” which is just 
a reminder that Iggy’s idea of fun is 
killing everyone, and “Free & 
Freaky,” with a chorus that is remi- 
niscent of the old school rock of the 
“60s and ‘70s. 

The only problem is this album 
was produced in the 2000s and not 
the 1970s, so it doesn’t have the dis- 
tinct “thin” sound and fuzz of the 
past albums. 

In all, “The Weirdness” is a 
good album to listen to in the car, 
with your friends, or just for having 
and a good fun time. If you are look- 
ing for complex song structure and 
meaningful lyrics, look somewhere 
else (though that seems to be a thing 
of the past with all the garbage that 
is being produced today). It’s good 
to know a group of 60-year-olds can 
still make raw garage rock and actu- 
ally do it with style. Drink beer, 
hang out with friends, have a good 
time, and listen to The Stooges, 
because that’s basically what the 
band is good for. 


exhibit for students who were exit- 
ing the college after this semester, 
students had to provide their own 
mats and frames. The cost was $20 
to $40 per each piece of artwork. 
According to McCulloch, many 
students elected not to participate 
in the “Exitshow” as a direct result. 

“Now, there are no more wor- 
ries about that,” said McCulloch. 

The funds approved to the Art 
Department will not be available 
until the summer. Jean C. Poth, vice 
president of institutional advance- 
ment, will hold a meeting on May 
20, explaining how the Art 
Department will receive the grants. 

“I’m hoping to get this done by 
the summer so that we’re ready to 
go by the fall,” said Kidney. “Our 
main goal is to have student work 
showing.” 

The restored display space in 
the Spurk Building will be devoted 
to students in the graphic design, 
visual arts and photography pro- 
grams. According to McCulloch, 
the space will be on a rotating 
schedule between the three pro- 
grams. 


“We'll try to get every class to 
get work up several times per 
semester,” said McCulloch. 

According to Kidney, the Art 
Department’s next goal is to hang 


Jasmin Pastrana photo 
The art displays on the third floor corridor of the Spurk 
Building have been reduced to 10 percent. Art faculty 
members hope to have the new displays up by fall. 


more student artwork in different 
parts of the campus. 

“We’re always pushing for a 
gallery,” said Kidney. “That’s our 
end goal.” 


Spidey bites 


‘Spider-man 3’ 
scores at box office, 
not with audiences 


By SAM JOHNSON 
Contributing Reporter 


I wasn’t expecting “Spider-man 
3” to be a poorly made war film; all 
I saw for two hours was one big 
bomb. 

“Spider-man 3,” directed by 
Sam Raimi, was speculated by many 
fans of the series, to be one of the 
greatest conclusions in cinematic 
trilogy history. Trailers played 
repeatedly across television screens 
before its release, depicting a hero 
with inner demons, an expected and 
unexpected threat, and the long- 
awaited arrival of the character 
Venom. With a jaw-dropping budget 
to back a hero gone awry and the 
introduction of fascinating charac- 
ters, we all assumed that “Spider- 
man 3” would be the pinnacle of all 
superhero movies, ending the film 
series with a breathtaking explosion 
of perfect comic and cinematic tran- 
scendence. 

When the third installment of 
the trilogy was released, however, 
fans were faced with a painful real- 


ization about the movie they had 
been waiting three years to see. As 
I was walking out of the theatre, 
after the midnight showing of the 
movie, disappointment all through- 
out the patrons, I heard one analogy 
that I believe best describes the 
“Spider-man 3” dilemma: “It was 
like, if I went to see the Red Sox and 
instead I somehow ended up in 
Yankee Stadium and every Red Sox 
player was there wearing a dress and 
asking for their steak to be cooked 
medium-well.” 

Although the mid-air action 
sequences have come a long way 
since the first installment of the 
“Spider-man” series, the latest of the 
three films has its flaws and they are 
colossal. Seeing Spidey twist and 
tumble through the air, smashing in 
and out of windows and bouncing 
off of falling debris is a remarkable 
change from the preceding films, 
but the third installment falls flat on 
the ground story-wise. When the 
producers of “Spider-man 3” chose 
to incorporate so many different 
characters into the film, they suc- 
cessfully signed the movie’s death 
certificate. Yes, fans and moviegoers 


were expecting to see a new set of 


villains and an altogether fresh film, 
but to divide the third film among 
competing characters is just foolish. 
It seems as though directors and pro- 


ducers should understand that char- 
acter development is of paramount 
importance in the movie business; it 
just seems like a natural action to be 
aware of. 

So why then, did the producers 
of “Spider-man 3” decide to throw 
in more characters than they could 
handle? Yes, it was the third and 
final installment in the series, and 
yes, fans generally want to see all 
the bad guys they remember from 
the comic books and cartoon show, 
but to trade a strong story line and 
extremely important character 
development time for a couple extra 
“oh yeah’s!” and “oh wow’s!” is just 
irresponsible of the people who are 
responsible for making this movie. 

This movie should have been 
astounding. Instead, Toby McGuire 
(Peter Parker/Spider-man) dances 
for what seems like an eternity, 
while Topher Grace (Eddie 
Brock/Venom) steals the show, even 
while facing the obstacle of having 
not nearly enough screen time. 

Remember those Batman 
movies with George Clooney and 
Chris O’Donnell that came out in 
the ‘90s? This movie wasn’t as lame 
as those, but it was bad enough for 
me to even make the comparison. 
The bottom line is, Hollywood has 
taken “Spider-man”, and pulled all 
eight of his legs off. 
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Yo) Ul 
a WL ACCOMB 


TWO MONTHS NOW, AND THINGS UA] THE OTHER DOG-WALKING 
GOING WELL, SO | GOT A BANNER. E BUSINESSES WIN, 


L could turn it into 
9 unicYcle 


Emesto, You have to WYeqh, but when People 
StoP viding that unicycle Le q_ lizard a i 
uneyele, they dont 
think "Park" They 
think “circus” 


fark visitors 
nde bikes and 


WELL, HUMAN NATURE 
YEARNS 10 GROW, 
SEEKING KNOMULEVEE 
ABOUT /TSELF AND {1’S 
WORLP. THAT’S WHY 
YOU’RE HERE IN. », 


SURE, BUT THAT 
DOESN'T EXPLAIN 
WHY I WOKE UP 
\N THE BATHTUB. 


carteonstudiosginan.com 


“You’re gonna find this hard to believe, 
but | had trouble gettin’ dates in high school.” 


“Steal me from Africa, will ya? 
Take THAT, Man With the Yellow Hat!” 
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“Does my butt look big to you?” 


Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Palm blows 
6 Fast one of a 

fable 

10 Blackjack tie 

14 Dark period 

15 Roman poet 

16 Division word 

17 Sierra __ 

18 Apportion (out) 

19 Scorch 

20 High-fiber 
ingredient 

22 Potter’s oven 

23 Speak haltingly 

26 Sufficient 

27 Chaney of 
horror movies 

28 Optional 

32 Exhorted 

34 Not acquired by 
education 

38 Fed. agents 

39 Goes on and on 

41 Jury panelist 

42 Bookstore 
section 

44 Houston 
ballplayer 

45 Showing 
deference 

48 Lid 

49 Pack animal 

52 Number ona 
letter 

54 Lindros of 
Hockey 

55 Painter’s tool 

58 In real time 

59 Epistle apostle 

60 Major artery 

64 Cordelia’s father 

65 Queen Boleyn 

66 Called pigeons 

67 Building wings 

68 Flat-topped 
formation 

69 Terminated 


DOWN 

1 NBC classic 

2 Commit perjury 

3 Gone by 

4 Penh 

5 Hot under the 
collar 

6 Paul Newman 
movie 

7 Assert 


fel a fe oe aes 
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8 Dove or Moreno Solutions 


9 Biblical garden 

10 Tonics 

11 Not savvy 

12 Play for time 

13 Singer Lena 

21 Phone # 

23 Punches 

24 The Velvet Fog 

25 Anaheim pro 

26 Gardner of 
Hollywood 

29 Crescent moon 
features 

30 Letters that 
explode 

31 __ in the cards 

33 Gangland 
muscle 

35 Arrive at 

36 King of ancient 
Judea 

37 Figurative use 
of a word 

39 Golfer Trevino 

40 Will Smith title 
role 

43 SHO competitor 
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wn 
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44 Free from strife 
46 Spring bloomer 
47 Short snort 

49 Charming miss 
50 One archangel 
51 Competitor 

53 Emulate Bing 


55 Unwelcome 
e-mail 

56 Raw sugar 

57 Flees 

61 Angler’s pole 

62 PGA peg 

63 Annex 
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The latest buzz in the advertising world 


Mosquito tone used 
as a tool to boost 


consumer interest 


By JONATHAN TAKIFF 
Philadelphia Daily News (MCT) 


THE GIZMO: MosquitoTone 
ringtones. 

NOW HEAR THIS: Who knew 
a high-pitched, hard-to-hear tone 
dubbed the Mosquito could cause 
such buzz? 

In Britain, products emitting the 
ultrasonic Mosquito frequencies 
have been heralded as a godsend 
and decried as an infringement on 
human rights. 

Here and abroad, the Mosquito 
was the most popular mobile phone 
ringtone download of 2006. 

Now the Mosquito is going 
commercial. 

Sony's Columbia/TriStar 
Pictures recently used a subtle buzz 
tone to connect some viewers to the 
themey Of ene we iin sbhe 
Messengers,” a spooky drama in 
which a child can see and hear 
things that her parents cannot. 

SAY WHAT? This month, the 
MosquitoTone is being exploited as 


- a marketing tool to get people to sit 


up and notice Kentucky Fried 
Chicken’s new Boneless Variety 
Bucket. 

But talk about target marketing. 
This tech trick will probably pass by 


P College 


The online college of the University System of NH 


anyone over 40. The folks in this 
age group won’t feel the urge to 
look up when the 17 kilohertz 
“eeeeeeeek” sounds as that KFC 
bucket is introduced with a close-up 
shot. 

The problem for middle-aged 
and older folks is that their hearing 
isn’t what it used to be. They’ ve lost 
the ability to hear high frequen- 
cies—maybe even tones a lot lower 
than this one. 

CHICKENING OUT: “I could- 
n’t hear it myself,” confessed KFC 
spokesperson Laurie Schalow with 
a laugh during our recent commer- 
cial de-briefing. “I had to get our 
Webmaster, who’s younger, to point 
out where it comes in.” 

“We did test marketing, and 
knew its limitations,” Schalow con- 
tinued. “But that plays into the dual 
mission for this spot. One aspect is 
to engage our audience with new 
technology, as we also did last year 
with a commercial that required 
viewers to freeze-frame their TiVo 
or other digital video recorder to see 
a secret message. 

“This spot, in particular, aims to 
get the attention of tech-savvy par- 
ents in their 20s and 30s, to suggest 
that the Boneless Variety Bucket is 
a product that both they and their 
picky kids will like.” 

Children are also visible in the 
“commershill,” of course, delight- 
ing over the eats. Their peers are 
even more likely to hear and 
respond to the MosquitoTone than 
their parental units. 

But KFC doesn’t want watch- 


dog groups to draw odious compar- 
isons to the famous 19th-century 
Russian behavioral psychologist 
Ivan Pavlov, who conditioned dogs 
to salivate, anticipating food at the 
ringing of a bell. 

“We're only airing this cam- 
paign in primetime,” Schalow said. 
“Tt’s not really skewed to kids.” 

Right. 

A NOISY START: British 
inventor Howard Stapleton wasn’t 
trying to charm kids when he 
dreamed up the original application 
of the MosquitoTone in 2005. He 
wanted to create a noisemaker to 
chase malingering teenagers away 
from public spots. 

“A convenience shopkeeper in 
Maethyr Tydfil” (a town in Wales, 
about 250 west of London) “was 
complaining to me about the loiter- 
ers outside,” said Stapleton in a 
trans-Atlantic call. 

He first suggested piping the 
classical music “that most kids 
detest” into the area, but the cost for 
equipment and performance rights 
made that impractical. Then he 
remembered a visit to a battery fac- 
tory with his father, a managing 
director for Eveready Europe, when 
he was 12 or 13. 

“They were using ultrasonic 
welding to glue plastic parts togeth- 
er. The sound was so horrible to my 
ears that I had to run out,” Stapleton 
recalled. “But none of the adults 
were bothered by it at all.” 

That idea stuck with Stapleton, 
who was 40 when he came up with 
the Mosquito Kid Deterrent Device. 


_ Hung overhead — just out of 
reach — the small box projects 
enough sound (at 99 decibels) to get 
sensitive-eared young people in the 
vicinity “agitated in about seven or 
eight minutes, and then severely 
anxious to move on within 15,” 
Stapleton said. “But because of 
presbycusis, the biological process 
of aging ears, older people don’t 
hear it.” 


Stapleton’s company, 


‘Compound Security Systems, has 


sold hundreds of the devices in the 
United Kingdom for use at train sta- 
tions, shopping malls and other 
places where teens congregate. 

The inventor has a version with 
a light detector for playground use. 
It only starts humming after dark. 
And he’s working on another ver- 
sion for schools that would put out 
its punishing sound only when 
classrooms become unruly. 

All this has not come without 
protests by ciyil liberties groups, 
though. 

“It’s basically subjecting chil- 
dren to a dog whistle,” declared Jen 
Corlew, of the British advocacy 
group Liberty, in a recent interview. 
“This is part of a larger pattern of 
demonizing young people in this 


country.” 


Here in the U.S., the devices are 
being sold, for $750 a pop, at 
www.kidsbegone.com. 

WHAT GOES AROUND, 
HUMS AROUND: Being clever 
creatures, young people have 
learned to exploit the MosquitoTone 
to their own, devious ends. 


Last year, the technology was 
hijacked as “Teen Buzz,” a 17.6 
kilohertz tone passed around the 
Internet as a downloadable mobile 
phone ringtone. In phone-forbidden 
zones such as classrooms, students 
can get text message or call alerts 
while their “old fogy” teachers are 
none the wiser. 

“We sell our official version 
through mobile phone providers, 
which had a great year with it,” said 
Stapleton. “Unfortunately, it was 
also the most copied ringtone of 
2006. And Sony recently used it in 
the ad campaign for that movie 
(“The Messengers’’) without bother- 
ing to take a license. 

“Still, at the end of the day, all 
this has given us fantastic press 
coverage, which we hope to lever- 
age again at year’s end with the 
MosquitoTone Alarm Clock that 
only kids can hear.” 

WORD OF WARNING: So how 
youthful are your ears? To test your 
state of hearing, visit 
www.ultrasonic-ringtones.com or 
www.katazo.com/mosquito-tone, 
where a series of frequencies from 8 
to 22.4 kilohertz can be cued and 
downloaded. (View that KFC spot 
online at www.kfc.com.) 

“If people under 20 can’t hear 
the higher tones there or on the KFC 
advert, they’ve possibly got dam- 
aged hearing,’ warned Stapleton, 
adding, “All the rock concerts, the 
home hi-fi and the MP3 players 
cranked too loud can take a toll on 
your hearing. And it won’t come 
back. Take that as a warning.” 


Granite State College 


UNIVERSITY SYSTEM OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 


Nobody knows what the 
future will bring. 


Transfer your associate's degree 
to a bachelor's degree at Granite State College, 


the University System of NH's leader in online education. 


Select from a variety of degree options, including four totally online degrees. 


Our Self-Design degree lets you develop an academic plan to fit your 


personal and professional goals. 


GSC classes fit your schedule—day, evening, Saturday, weekend intensive, 


online and hybrid courses. 


i 


uth 


Federal financial aid is available to eligible students—even if you are only 


taking one 4-credit course per term. 


Start now! Because GSC operates on a four term academic calendar, 
degree applications are accepted throughout the year. 


Contact us to learn more 


1-888-228-3000 


www.granite.edu 


Accredited by N.E.A.S.C. 
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Teleportation ... and you 


ow widespread, 
cheap teleportation 
ill affect you 


By DANIEL A. PoTock! 
Editor 


4 
A 
Pastant travel, is the ultimate show 
‘of a society’s technological domi- 
nation of the universe. This week 
% Trends Section is going high 


Teleportation, the miracle of 


tech to discuss the future of tech- 
nology and you. 

_ How might teleportation work 
you ask? Well the answer is far 
from simple. One theory of tele- 
portation is that we would have to 
find a way to map every particle 
that makes up the human body. 
That way we could create a 3D 


map of the human body. Once we 
have these “people-specific matter 
maps,” the original person can be 
destroyed. Some argue that we 
could use a form of X-ray or sonic 
technology to make these maps. 
Still others think it would be easier 
to use a laser to simply shave off 
layer after layer of particle. Either 
way, to avoid the ethical issue of 
cloning, the original has to die. 


ARIES (March 21- 
; April 20) Spending habits 


may be the source of minor 
home tensions this week. Provide 
_ written records, extra paperwork or 
detailed financial expectations and 
ask loved ones for clarification. Over 
the next two days, an assertive 
approach to family discussions will 
work in your favor. Remain expres- 
sive and encourage meaningful 
change. Later this week, a friend or 
lover may ask for an increased role 
in your daily home life. Stay open: 
_ this is the right time to expand com- 
mitments. 


- TAURUS (April 21- 

May 20) Gentle moments 

of reflection and quiet sen- 

suality are accented over the next 
few days. Romantic partners are now 
privately motivated to explore new 
levels of family commitment and 
emotional intimacy. Single Taurean 
can expect to encounter passionate 
overtures and fast invitations from 
potential friends or lovers. After 
Thursday, daily job procedures may 
change. Watch for key officials to 
openly challenge established meth- 
ods or policies. Wait for positive 


instructions. 
{] 21) New flirtations and 
unique love affairs are 
accented over the next four days. 
Although potential relationships are 
promising, long-term friends or rela- 
tives may be unwilling to accept fast 
social changes. Remain determined: 


GEMINI (May 21-June 


“At this point we take the map of you and push it 
across the Internet to the destination location.” 


At this point we take the map 
of you and push it across the 
Internet to the destination location. 
At this location a machine would 
reassemble your body using new 
particles based on the map of you. 
If this technology was made avail- 
able to people of all socioeconom- 
ic levels and was truly near instant 
travel, it would effectively change 
the fabric of society more than any 
other single invention. 

Society as it exists today is 
based off of a complicated system 
of supply and demand. If we exam- 
ine something as simple as a pizza, 


strong opinions and social criticism 
will soon soften. Wednesday though 
Saturday accents revised employ- 
ment strategies, travel plans and 
quick financial decisions. Listen to 
authority figures for clues: powerful 
options will soon be made available. 


ro CANCER (June 22- 
©. July 22) Family finances or 
ww” last minute purchases may 
this week trigger delicate home dis- 
cussions. Clearly outline your imme- 
diate goals. Loved ones may not 
fully understand your workplace 
responsibilities or daily routine. 


Wednesday through Friday, watch — 


for a close friend or lover to offer 
private romantic information. Areas 
of concern involve social timing, 
family announcements or bold deci- 
sions. After Saturday, rest and pam- 
per the body. Physical vitality may 


be low. 
JS? New business partnerships 
will this week require 
detailed planning and careful investi- 
gation. Financial proposals will now 
work in your favor but may take 
extra time to fully develop. Research 
outstanding debts, vague payments 
schedules or legal requirements: a 
cautious examination of the facts 
will provide valuable options. Later 
this week, a close friend may pro- 
pose new romantic expectations or 
social boundaries. Ask probing ques- 
tions: deeper issues may need resolu- 
tion. 


LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) 


we can see that its existence is a 
marvel of engineering. Farmers 
grow wheat, and then the wheat is 
turned into flour. That flour then 
becomes the crust of the pizza. To 
do something as simple as that, 
takes hundreds of people, trucks, 
technicians and man-hours. With 
instant, affordable, teleportation, 
95 percent of those industries go 
away. Cities, which before had to 
balance out space for people and 
industry would be free to create 
parks where factories used to exist. 

The downside of this, of 
course, is that many people would 


VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 
Th 22) For many Virgos, 

minor social differences 
will now rise quickly to the surface. 
Colleagues or friends may this week 
express bold opinions concerning 
recent group events, public behav- 
iors or controversial romantic ideals. 
Listen and gather information: 
before May 29th, a complex decision 
will. be necessary. Thursday through 
Saturday, pay special attention to the 
emotional needs of an older friend or 
elderly family member. Kind words 
and fresh ideas will now inspire opti- 
mism. 


LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 
23) Financial planning will 
this week help resolve 
home disruptions or ongoing family 
disputes. Loved ones need direction, 
guidance and practical solutions. 
Encourage group debate and ask for 
creative suggestions: honesty will 
soon inspire an atmosphere of com- 
mon activity, shared goals and bal- 
anced __ responsibilities. After 
Thursday, a delicate romantic trian- 
gle may require extra diplomacy. 
Misinformation and mixed emotion- 
al signals may be at fault. Remain 
cautious. 


: SCORPIO (Oct. 24- 
NN, Noy. 22) Private family 
discussions will this week 


work to. your advantage. After 
Tuesday, expect younger friends or 
relatives to reveal strong feelings of 
isolation, emotional strain or group 
mistrust. Promptly address all such 


lose their jobs. The market for 
unskilled, or manual, labor would 
almost completely dry up. 
Production industries would give 
way to robotic automated particle 
organization plants. 

Cars would forever be a thing 
of the past. Instant travel would 
negate the use of motor vehicles to 
the auto enthusiast only. Roads and 
highways would be torn up and the 
world, in a physical sense, would 
become a series of isolated 
colonies connected only by elec- 
tronics. 

At the dawn of any new tech- 
nological age, society as a whole 
must sit back and ask itself if is it 
really worth it. At a certain point 
progress will inevitably evolve 
beyond humanity. Once a comput- 


er can be fused to a brain the age 


of man will forever die out and 
give way to an era of half-man, 
half-machine. Humanity’s inherent 
weakness will slowly be over- 
come, however, this will happen at 
the expense of what makes us 
human. 

Organic life is defined by 
death. Without death we are not 
animals and we’re not human. The 
time will come when humans over- 
come death. 

Sadly we can never stop evolv- 
ing, and the wheels of science will 
always turn, just like cloning, or 
any other facet of technology. No 
matter how hard people fight, 
progress will always be made, the 
future cannot be stopped. So the 
next time you eat a pizza, ask 
yourself if you’re ready for the 
future. 


The Trends Section would 


like to wish 
everyone a happy summer! 


concerns: at present a direct and con- 
fident approach to unrealistic expec- 
tations or revised home roles will 
provide the desired results. Later this 
week, a business or financial mistake 
may require delicate policy revi- 
sions. Workplace ethics are accent- 


ed: stay alert. 

x 23-Dec. 21) Emotional dis- 

Z cussions will this week 
reveal important social facts. Late 
Wednesday, watch for a friend or rel- 
ative to disclosure a complicated 
family or romantic history. Listen for 
private, clues and avoid expressing 
strong opinions: detailed times, dates 
or social descriptions will soon 
prove invaluable. Thursday through 
Saturday, expect workplace records 
to be a key source of concern for 
authority figures. Past instructions or 
lost paperwork may trigger contro- 


versy: stay focused. 

Pree 

ro 22-Jan. 20) Daily schedules 

and job routines may dra- 

matically improve over the next few 
days. Before mid-week, expect boss- 
es and managers to seek new team 
assignments or revise unproductive 
business methods. Respond quickly 
to minor tensions or small mistakes: 
policy changes and corporate per- 
missions may be _ temporarily 
delayed. After Friday, many 
Capricorns will begin several weeks 
of bold romantic choices. New rela- 
tionships will challenge old con- 
cepts: stay open. 


SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 


CAPRICORN (Dec. 


ATAY AQUARIUS (Jan. 21- 
WN Feb. 19) Career discus- 
* sions offer a fresh perspec- 
tive on the long-term goals of loved 
ones. Early this week, someone close 
may actively seek advancement or 
press key officials for special per- 
missions. Relocation or ongoing 
family changes may also be accent- 
ed. Ask detailed questions and 
expect concrete times, dates or fig- 
ures. Thursday through Saturday, 
vivid dreams and insights may bring 
clarity to a difficult relationship. Opt 
for creative change: yesterday's 
expectations need to fade. 


PISCES (Feb. 20- 
March 20) Romantic attrac- 
tion is this week subtle but 
undeniable. After mid-week, a previ- 
ously vague relationship may adopt a 
privately seductive quality. Trust 
your initial instincts. In the coming 
weeks, unexpected confrontations 
and passionate encounters will be an 
ongoing theme. Express all doubts 
and concerns: your needs are valid. 
Wednesday through Saturday, 
respond honestly to controversial 
workplace proposals. Bosses and 
managers are misinformed: speak 
your mind. 


If your birthday is this week: 
News from an old friend or old lover 
may be mildly unnerving over the 
next few weeks. Bothersome health 
issues, fast social reversals or com- 
plex family decisions may be on the 
agenda. 
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Pats gather Moss [ 


N.E. highlights stellar off-season in draft 


By BRANDON GRAY 
Contributing Reporter 


Before the New England Patriots 
even selected one player in last week- 
end’s draft, they had one of the 
busiest off-seasons of any NFL fran- 
chise in terms of their many quality 
free agent signings. 

They added Adalius Thomas, 
who was considered the best defen- 
sive player available in free agency. 
Then the Pats went ahead and 
strengthened what was considered a 
weak wide-receiving core by signing 
Donte Stallworth and Wes Welker, 
two proven wideouts that should 
provide quarterback Tom Brady with 
the skill the position has lacked since 
the loss of former wideout Deion 
Branch when he was traded to 
Seattle. 

They would save their best for 
last, however, as they would make 
even more noise come draft day. 

With a team that was already one 
of the top in the league, retooled in 
such a strong fashion, many now 
believe that they are the team to beat 
for next season. 

This was all before the start of 
this year’s draft, in which New 
England had 10 selections overall, 
including two picks in the drafts first 
round. This provided a good opportu- 
nity to fill any remaining voids in the 
roster, and also add some depth and 
youth to what is a veteran team over- 
all. 

With their top pick (24 overall) 
they selected Brandon Meriwether, a 
highly touted safety from the 


University of Miami, in hopes that he 
can sure up what was a banged-up 
defensive backfield last season and 
also provide some youth as veteran 
safety Rodney Harrison enters the 
twilight of his career. 

With the 29th pick overall they 
opted to trade with the San Francisco 
49ers for their fourth-round pick this 
year and their first-round pick in the 
2008 draft. Using the fourth-round 
pick they received from the 49ers in 
what was considered the big move of 
the draft, New England traded for 
Randy Moss, wide receiver from the 
Oakland Raiders. 

Some have questioned the trade 
for Moss, who has had some issues in 
the past, including a few run-ins with 
the law. People have also said he 
sometimes “dogs it,” or takes plays 
off. 

When taking the time to examine 
the trade details it becomes clear why 
the trade took place just from a busi- 
ness standpoint. Moss, in agreeing to 
come to the Patriots via trade, had to 
restructure his contract for substan- 
tially less money. The new contract 
also allows the Patriots to release him 
at any time for any reason. So if he 
can’t keep his head straight, the 
Patriots can put him out with the trash 
and not even think twice. 

With that said, from the Patriots’ 
standpoint, they would have been 
insane if they did not make the deal. 
Moss is one of the most gifted ath- 
letes in the NFL and can stretch 
defenses as good as any receiver 
since Jerry Rice. It seems he is almost 
a “shoe-in” for the Hall of Fame. In 
his career, Moss has compiled seven 


Expanded service 


No need to worry! 


takes you where you need to go! 


different thousand-yard seasons in 
nine years. With Moss at 30 years old 
and still in his prime for the cost of a 


fourth-round selection in the draft, _ 


the move to acquire his services was 
a “no-brainer,” and as soon as he 
catches one pass he will be the best 
wide receiver Tom Brady has ever 
had as a target. 

This is also a move to help Tom 
Brady reach his full potential. It has 
been noted that he played a role in 
influencing the decision to bring 
Moss over from the Raiders. It has 
also been made public that Brady 
restructured his contract by taking a 
pay cut in order for the Patriots to 
obtain the standout receiver. It seems 
as though he realizes how much Moss 
can help himself and the team. That 
is, if an All-Pro who already has three 
Super Bowl rings can raise his game 
any higher. 

Coach Bill Belicheck talked 
about the difficulties Moss can cause 
for an opposing defense when he said, 
“Any time a player puts multiple 
pressure points on a defense, it’s hard; 
it’s stress.” 

The Moss acquisition capped off 
what has to be considered one of the 
most aggressive off-seasons in histo- 
ry by any team. The same team 
which has served as the model fran- 
chise in sports for the last decade. 
Their business approach is second to 
none, in managing the salary cap, 
signing quality free agents and con- 
ducting productive drafts year after 
year. 

That is why they will again be 
one of the Super Bowl favorites look- 
ing ahead to next season. 


By JOE TERLIKOSKY 
Sports Editor 


T he MVRTA is always here. ... With 
expanded weekday and Saturday bus 
service for Lawrence-based buses, catching 
a ride is as easy as waving down the bus. 
Expanded bus service applies to Lawrence, 
Methuen, North Andover and Andover. 


* Daily, buses begin rolling at 5 a.m. with 
service until 8 p.m. 


e Saturdays, climb on board starting at 7 a.m. 
with service until 7 p.m. 


MVRTA offers Merrimack Valley more 
than bus service:Headed into Boston? 
Park at the McGovern Transportation 
Center. Just minutes from Route 495, 
open 24 hours a day. 


Cop Then, hop on the MVRTA’s Commuter 
Bus as early as 6 a.m. for a convenient 
ride to Boston. 


REESE} 


MERRIMACK VALLEY REGIONAL TRANSIT AUTHORITY 


On Saturday the Northern Essex 
Community College baseball team 
won the Junior College State Title. 
It’s the school’s fourth title in the las 


five years. 
ieeheere 
Knights, 


who have 
been hitting 
the ball well 
lately, took 
their big 
bats to 
Holyoke in a 
12-2 win in 
Game 1. In 
the second 
game they shut out Massasoit 7-0, 
which sealed the championship. 

In Game 1 Jeff Maloney pitched 
and earned the win, letting up just 
one run, eight hits, and striking out 
eight. Ryan Callahan had a good day 
at the plate going 2-3, and Jarret 
added a hit in three at bats. The team 
was solid and did everything it need- 
ed to do to advance to the champi- 
onship game. 

In Game 2 (the championship 
game) Joe Tellier was on the mound 
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The move to acquire the 30-year-old Randy Moss 
was a no-brainer for the Patriots. 


Baseball wins title 
Knights are Junior College State champs 


and did a phenomenal job. Tellier 
threw a complete game, giving up 
just six hits, and striking out three. 
Paul Vitozzi had two hits with a cou- 
ple of RBIs. Mackin and Callahan 
also collected two hits to give the 
Knights the chance at the title. Jarret 
Mackin has been a special player, for 
the Knights hitting .538. Mackin, a 
sophomore 
from Andover, 
is one of the 
top three hit- 
ters in Division 
3 play. 
So now the 
mom ~§=—- Knights appear 
Mational! to have another 


mi Junior College special season 
Athletic Association © ‘e" band. 


Much credit 

should go to 
Coach Kerry Quinlan, who was 
named Junior College Coach of the 
Year earlier this spring. The team has 
now won 14 games in a row and are 
17-13 on the season. 

They play next Friday, May 11 in 
the Regional Tournament which runs 
through the weekend. The games 
will be held in Brockton and the 
winner will go on to the NJCAA 
World Series held in Texas starting 
May 18. 
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Ex-Knight has big league dreams 


miles per hour. 


Clemens signs with Yankees for $28 million — 


The Rocket returns to 
play his 23rd season 
in the major leagues 


By JOE TERLIKOSKY 


' Sports Editor 


We all knew the day would come this spring, 
we just didn’t know when. Late Sunday after- 
noon Roger Clemens announced he would be 
pitching for the New York Yankees. He made the 
stunning speech in the middle of the Yanks game 
against the Seattle Mariners. The crowd was as 
excited as it was surprised when the Rocket made 
his decision. Former teammates had been calling, 
e-mailing and texting him to rejoin New York, 
where he last played in 2003. 

As the days went by it looked more and more 
like Clemens was going to stay in retirement or 
that he would rejoin the Astros. Boston fans even 
felt that he may have a good chance of playing for 
them because of how well the Red Sox were 
playing. Currently the Sox have a five-game lead 
in the East. ¢ 

But as we all know, the Yankees have their 
ways of getting in touch with players they need. 
As we can see now, Clemens has a good relation- 
ship with George Steinbrenner and some of the 
players on the Yankees, including Andy Pettitte 
who got to be close friends while playing with 
him on the Yankees and Astros the last few sea- 
sons. It’s obvious this had a big effect on whether 
Clemens would be suiting up for his 23rd major 
league season. That and the $28 million the 
Yankees will be paying for just four months of 
work from him. They hope it’s five because 
they’d like to see him on the mound in October 
when the playoffs begin. 

The last time the Rocket was in New York 
they captured two World Series, in 1999 and in 
2000. The last game he pitched for them was in 
the 2003 World Series against the Marlins, which 
the Yankees eventually lost. That marks the last 
time the Yanks were in the Fall Classic, and they 
hope that bringing back Clemens to fill in a hole 
in a already depleted pitching staff will help them 
reach that goal. 
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Chris Anderson’s fast ball has been clocked at 94 


Anderson hopes to 


recover to re-sign 
with MLB team 


By JAY COOREY 
Contributing Reporter 


You can say a lot about Northern 
Essex Sports over the last few years. 
After all, what sport here hasn’t been 
a hot ticket these past few years? 

Despite all the successes and star 
athletes, few stars looked brighter 
than that of former standout Chris 
Anderson. Anderson was the star for 
two seasons for the Knights as a 
pitcher and a hitter, leading the team 
in most of both categories. 

When he was drafted last summer 
by the Minnesota Twins, however, 
there was no confusion as to which 
path he would choose, as the scout 
who had him drafted, Mike Daboul, 
said that a left-handed pitcher with 
the potential to throw 93 to 94 miles 
per hour is “an automatic draft.” 
Daboul is a coach for the 
Winnacunnet High School Warriors, 
rivals of Anderson’s former 
Portsmouth High Clippers. 

“He’s a fierce competitor,” said 
Daboul. “I coached in a game against 
him in Cooperstown and it was a 
pitcher’s duel. We ended up winning 
1-0, but he’s such a competitor.” 


That moment has stuck into 
Daboul’s head like a needle in Barry 
Bonds, and Daboul has been working 
with Anderson ever since, ultimately 
getting Anderson selected in the 18th 
round of last summer’s amateur draft. 

Shortly after getting a contract, 
however, things hit a snag when an 
elbow injury forced Anderson to get 
Tommy John Surgery by famous ath- 
letic surgeon James Andrews. 
Anderson’s contract would be voided 
by the Twins, but no hope was lost for 
the talented lefty, as many baseball 
players have come back to perform 
above previous levels following the 
procedure. 

“The common myth is that 
Tommy John makes you throw hard- 
er,” said Daboul. “What it actually 
does is get you to 100 percent of your 
potential. Few peopleever throw at 
100 percent before the surgery.” 

Chris has been keeping up with 
rehab and continuing to get his base- 
ball fix by helping to coach and pitch 
batting practice at his old high school. 
“By helping (the Clippers), it’s really 
helping me to look at myself,” said 
Anderson. 

He continues to build up stamina 
and build strength and velocity into 
his arm. It was initially projected that 
Anderson would be a middle reliever 
to a closer-type pitcher, but don’t tell 
Anderson or Daboul, who shoot for 
higher goals. 

Asked if Anderson could have the 
durability to pitch over longer out- 
ings, Dabout said, “I do. Obviously 


we don’t draft to project a guy to be a 
pretty good double-A pitcher. He has 
the fastball, curveball, slider, and has 
beenworking on a changeup. To be 
able to throw more pitches for strikes, 
hecould make a good three or four 
starter.” 

Not to say he couldn’t make a 
good career out of being a hard- 
throwing lefty closer (Billy Wagner, 
anybody?). Daboul believes that 
Anderson has the mentality to be a 
good closer, saying that a good closer 
would get the same grade as a lot of 
number one starters, a la Jonathan 
Papelbon. 

Mike Daboul continues to work 
closely with Anderson and keep the 
interest from the Twins at a high 
level. During a bullpen session last 
week for Daboul, Chris was throwing 
at about 77 percent, reaching a top 
speed of 88 on the radar gun. 

“The plan is to have him throwing 
bullpen sessions in July and have him 
finish the year in Fort Myers, then 
next spring he can really be ready for 
a spot on one of the (minor league) 
teams,” said Daboul. 

It may not be a given that 
Anderson lands with the Twins, as his 
voided contract makes it possible for 
other teams to scout him. One thing is 
certain though: Chris is eager to get 
back to throwing in a game and fin- 
ishhis boyhood dream that he started 
a year ago. ; 

“T don’t really care which team I 
play for — it could be any team and I’d 
be happy,” said Chris. 


The Yankees have already used a major 
league-record six rookie starting pitchers this 
year (Rasner, Wright, Hughes, Igawa, Karstens 
and in Monday nights game against will be a kid 
named Disalvo). It’s hard to imagine any team 
with the money like they have to be having prob- 
lems. Every week they have to see who will be 
pitching and it seemed like the problems would 
never end. But now they bring in the 44-year-old 
star to help out a team in need of a boost. 

“T’m coming back to do the only thing they 
know how to do ... and that’s win a champi- 
onship. Anything else would be a failure,” 
Clemens said. Currently the Yanks are second in 
the East, 5 games behind the Sox. 

For the Sox, this may have come as a bit of a 
surprise. They hoped if he would come back for 
another season he would do it with the team that 
he started his career with. The man who was the 
ace of their staff for so long. The man who struck 
out all those batters, and won all those games for 
them. Though the Sox rotation is above average 
right now, can you imagine him in this lineup 
right now? He only needed one more win to have 
the most wins in Red Sox history. Who would be 
the ace? Imagine facing Schilling, Clemens, and 
Dice-K in a five-game series. Oh, and if things 
don’t work out you have a World Series MVP 
,in Josh Beckett to go in there and pitch. That 
would be a scary thing to see come playoff time. 

So if you were just dreaming of that scenario 
right now stop, because Clemens is back with 
your hated rivals now. Again, he is the enemy to 
your team, and you want him to lose every game 
he pitches. Sometime in June or July he will 
make his return to Fenway Park wearing the vis- 
itors’ uniform. You can bet there will be plenty of 
boos to come flowing his way. 

So now if you’re thinking that maybe Roger 
won’t be as good as he was, and you keep 
reminding yourself that he will be 45 in August. 
The American League is tougher to pitch in than 
the National League. Let me remind you . This is 
Roger Clemens. He is one of the biggest competi- 
tors in sports. “I’ve got a lot of responsibilityon 
my shoulders and I understand that. But I have a 
lot of help here to get this club where it wants to 
go” he said.Believe me he would not come back 
if he wasn’t ready to play well and help a team. 
He has probably been working out all off season. 
Don’t listen to what everyone else is saying. This 


Roger Clemens has played for four teams in his 22 years. 


guy came back for another ring, or the money or 
maybe he just loves this game way to much. 
Because if there is one thing that Clemens com- 
pletely sucks at it is retiring. Just don’t listen to 
what the man says anymore. Whatever he tells 
you , he doesn’t seem to keep his word. So keep 


MLB.com photo 


this in mind the next time Roger tells you he will 
stop playing baseball. He loves this game and 
loves to win. So he may have chose the wrong 
team for Sox fans. We won’t be able to see how 
this turns oi until the end of the season. 


if 


we 


